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Back Bay Wildfowl Memories

TIDAL HOUSE RESTAURANT
What do a 127 year old beach cottage and an ocean front breakfast and lunch counter have in common? Why
it’s Peter deWitt. Peter was the youngest of the 10 siblings and the next to last living of all the deWitt brothers
and sisters. He was born March 4, 1913, in their home on 12th Street and the Oceanfront. It was the first brick
house on the beach and was originally named The Brick House, then renamed by the deWitts "Witzand," which
is Dutch for "White Sand." After the birth of the tenth child the home was renamed "Wittenzand". After the
death of both parents, it became known as the "deWitt Cottage.” Peter never knew his father because his father,
Cornelius deWitt, passed away while on a business trip to Michigan, shortly after Peter’s birth. Peter was a
graduate of Maury High School and attended V.M.I, where he was a member of the ROTC. He was a member
of the first squad of lifeguards in Virginia
Beach and helped introduce surfing to Virginia ,
Beach. He was one of the first judges of the : :
E.C.S.C. Like his older brother Paul, Peter was Sl ———
a World War 1l hero. He was a second ' : 9/& ;Etlg(ﬁ!;leQUSE
lieutenant with the 695th Armored Artillery Virginia. Beach; Va
and landed on Utah Beach on D-Day. He was

in the Battle of the Bulge and went into : OVR fOX+0O (..E

Germany with the 3rd Army. After the war in ;
1946, he returned home to Virginia Beach and DR{ ﬁm

opened the Tidal House Restaurant on the
corner of 31st Street and Pacific Avenue. The
business survived there for more than a decade.
Peter sold the business in the fifties and started
a very successful career in real estate.

Here is a look at the original restaurant menu.
The World War was still fresh in Peter’s mind,
hence the theme of the then new menu.

3RD ARMY
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= Peten DelWett

REST CAMP 30 DAY LEAVE PAYMASTER

Fried Chicken .. 250 Guldens Pork Chops ...... 150 Franks Stew ...... 100 Belgian Franks
SANDWICHES
Hamburger .o.oo.oeooeccvceessssccnrens .25 HOE TOTS .snrmsiommmssmasnmmise 20
(With Lettuce and Tomato) ...... .30 Steak Sandwich ..o 35
Cheeseburger ...ccovvveerevcvirennrnn, .30 (With Lettuce and Tomato) ........ 40
R Salath s oomasanmmasmimsgam .30 Bacon Sandwich ......cccoevirernrnnne. -30
Lettuce and Tomato ................. .30 Sausage Sandwich .......cceceeerenenen. 35
Bacon, Lettuce and Tomato ........ 35 Boiled Ham (Lettuce & Tomato) .40
Fried Ham and Egg ................. 45 Ham & Cheese Combination
Bacon: and - Bgp convesmssnnsansg 45 with Lettuce and Tomato ........ .45
Eried BoF wusumsssnnnsmssnss 25 American Cheese .....c.coevveuerirann. 25
Chicken Salad .....ccecovievveevnennne. 40 Grilled Cheese cownmasmmnnnis .30
Tona Dalad «vovmammmsmms 35 Bried Bl soosmmusmivisinm .30
Corned Beef on Rye .......cconiuunnnes .30 Corned Beef (Lettuce & Tomato) .40
BREAKFAST SERVED AT ANY HOUR

Fresh Frozen Orange JUice ...cocomrvrivsrurerrecnnes Small .15 Large .30
PHIRE JUIEE. siiainmmemenss essarspsmsiessss .20 Tomato Juice .... Small .15 Large .30
VB JHICE sonaserseosssssnssvassssirsmissuonanisss .20 Grapefruit Juice Small .15 Large .30

Two Eggs any Style, with Toast and Jelly .......coceevnriceerneenasensonne 35

Sausage and Eggs, with Toast and Jelly .....c..cccoveererrveirreerererenne 95

Ham and Eggs, with Toast and Jelly ........cccecoerrurersriccrerersssssnenns 55

Bacon and Epvs, with Toast and Jelly: «sascssmsiionssiiss 55

Hot: Cakes, With SVRiD wusmiionseismiiintmssiartonismares .25

Hot Cakes, with Ham, Bacon or Sausage ..............ccooveer. 45

Cheese Omelette, with Toast and Jelly .....cc.cccooveevrverervsrenrerenns 45

Cereals With Mille souesssmnsmsmias i 25

VA. NAT GD F.A. 29 DIV - 695 FA. 1st Army,3rd Army, 9th Army

OMAHA BEACH — NORMANDY — UTAH BEACH — LeHAVRE
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G. |. CREAM

FOXHOLE VISION

GOOD DEAL

ICE CREAM SUNDAES

Chocolate #..oioivvcoinins .20
Chocolate Fudge ........ 25
Chocolate Fudge Nut.. .35
Strawberty: SR .25
Pineapple s s s 25
Earamelll < o L 25
Butterscotch .............. 25
Home Made Pies ........ . 20
Doughnuts ......... 2 for .15
Coffec Bunsiis oo 25
French Fries ................ .15
Soup with Crackers .... .25

MILK SHAKES
With Ice Cream

Vanilla oo 25
@hocolatied .o i 25
SEFAWDETET | evoienonoresians 25
Cherrytl s SN 25
Pineapple ...ccecveeveennne. 25

PLATE LUNCHES

Cubed Steak with French
Fries, Lettuce and Tomato
.85

Combination Cold Plate
.85

Hamburgers ........ 20 Franks Ham-Eggs ............ 50 Marks Stealc 00 s 200 FR
PROHIBITONIST’S DREAM
Coffee: ..o Mmoo .10 Special Cream Buttermilk ............ .10
Malle: ~ioonol B SR I 5 Tea,, HotlorMlcedi e e e .10
Chocolate Malle il v 511 Hot Choecolate it S ra s 35
BEVERAGES

Cocal@olall i e i i svsas s aneion Small .05 Large .10

Root Beer ... ... SRR T dn A 5 el e Small .05 Large .10

Eimeade R UEresh i 2 et Large .15

Eresh I emMORad s, o e e ikt e Large .15

ICE CREAM SODAS

ClioGolate: 1.a..obitedcotionte 20
Strawberty ot .20
Cherty S ovsioi s 20
Manillac: o i, 20
Pineapple \Snaitirr i 20

Hangover SPECIAL
Large Tomato Juice
Two Raw Eggs
Couple of Aspirin and
Our Sympathy

ESSEN — ELBE — AACHEN — COBLENZ — COLOGNE — MET

N ]

A
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Upcoming Guild Events:

01/03, 10, 17, 24, 2022: de Witt Garden Club
10:00 am, at the museum
Meets every Monday
Bring your work gloves and tools

01/18/2022: Board Meeting
6:00 pm in Person orVirtual

02/07, 14, 21, 28, 2022: de Witt Garden Club
10:00 am, at the museum
Meets every Monday
Bring your work gloves and tools

02/15/2022: Board Meeting
6:00 pm in Person orVirtual

Save these Dates

No plans until we see what happens with

The Omicron Variant of Covid




DECOYN WANTED

WEBUYWOODEN OR CANVAS DUCKS, GEENE, SWANS & SHOREBIRDS...

WHAT ISYOUR DECOY WORTH? IT COULD BEWORTHTHOUSANDS!

WEWILL PAY YOU CASH FOR ANY OLD DECOYS AND HUNTING ITEMS

Fn E E DECOY IDENTIFICATION
AND EVALUATIONS

of Single Decoys or Entire Collections

BY MARK CROMWELL
(757) 721-2746

Member North Carolina Decoy Collectors Assoc.

COLLECTOR’S SHELF

By Mark Cromwvell

Edward “Ned” Burgess

10/16/1868 - 10/13/1958
Born in Duck, NC and raised in Currituck County NC. Ned was a prolific decoy carver and carved
more decoys in his lifetime than anyone in North Carolina. Ned was orphaned as a young boy and
had to fend for himself by hunting, fishing and trapping. He also became a sailor at the young age of
nine years old. He began carving decoys on the long voyages to pass the time. Ned was injured by a
neighborhood girl who threw sand in his face and caused him to lose eyesight in one eye.

Ned was a man of modest means who never
owned a band saw but used simple tools to carve
his decoys including a hatchet and a rasp. His
style remained constant throughout his years of
carving into his 80s and it is estimated that he
carved five to ten thousand decoys in his

lifetime. He retired in Waterlilly, NC in a simple tar
papered home which was said to be covered with
wood shavings scattered everywhere.

The Ned burgess drake mallard pictured is
extremely rare and only two drakes are known at
this time in collections. The only other one is on
the cover of the book Gunnin’ Birds by Kroghie Andresen. The Burgess mallard has a spemal Iook,
the head pattern is short but upright. The bodies are generally thicker with a straight tail.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As the newly elected president of the Back Bay Wildfowl Guild and Atlantic Wildfowl Heritage Museum, | am
looking forward to working with all of you to continue the good work that has already been completed.

First, I want to thank Jason Seward for guiding us through the pandemic years. We should all be thankful for
his tireless efforts. Also, Lynn Hightower, our Director, continues to effectively maintain our day-to-day
operations.

My visions for the future are to increase membership and to create a more robust museum that draws increased
attendance and revenue.

Actions are already underway to make this happen. The foundation is poured for a new gazebo and construction
will begin shortly. This will become the centerpiece for hosting outdoor events. Our events coordinator has
established a framework for attracting events and we will continue to build on that good work. The Surfrider
Foundation recently provided a $5000 donation which we are all most thankful to receive. Partnerships like this
are wonderful and we will continue to pursue more.

I do hope we can have all of our members visit the museum and become more active in what we are doing, and
I hope that all of you will help to increase our membership.

Thank you for your support and I look forward to working with and serving you.
Sincerely,

Phil Davenport
President, Back Bay Wildfowl! Guild
And Atlantic Wildfowl Heritage Museum

Free Decoy
Identification and

Evaluation
By Jeff Tinkham

Past President of The Atlantic
Wildfowl Heritage Museum
Call (757) 724-7131 or

jeffi@tinkhamlaw.com
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FROM THE DIRECTOR
| want to thank everyone that came out on December 7" for our annual Christmas Party. | feel incredibly
blessed and thankful that we were able to sneak it in between the Covid Variables and people felt safe enough to
attend. | think everyone had a great time, the food was wonderful, the band was great, and the venue was
absolutely beautiful. | have not been informed of a single person being exposed at this event. | am praying that
we can defeat this whole pandemic and get back to a more normal schedule of events and meetings.

In light of this new Omicron Variant we have suspended all of public gatherings and meetings until we are
sure we will not contribute to the spread of this virus. We have cancelled all membership meetings and all social
activities for the time being. The museum remains open Wednesday through Sunday, 10:00am until 5:00pm as
we keep an eye on the spread of this disease.

HERR— We have broken ground on the construction of our Gazebo. The
— framing should start next week and we anticipate a steady and quick
et construction project. We believe this feature will enhance our venue

e A and make it more attractive for weddings, reunions, graduations,
, e anniversaries and other potential gatherings. This in turn will enhance
— e OUr revenue and make our museum more financially sustainable.

- New Year means renewal; and that means it is time to start renewing
your memberships to the museum. | will be sending out renewal
notices in the near future depending on when you renewed last year.
All you have to do is wait for my notice and then renew your

membership. Don’t worry, we won’t forget about any of you. I promise! Happy New Year!

Below are some pictures of some of the items we have for sale in our giftshop. Please pay us a visit!




BACK BAY WILDFOWL GUILD MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS T“ejday& ' SPEN
Phil Davenport, President Parke Atkinson, Vice President }Il'\:]zrrslgz ay: OEEH
Jim Mehne, Secretary Larry Davenport, Treasurer Friday: Y OPEN
Jim Briggs Mark Cromwell Saturzi/é ) OPEN
Tom Richards Jason Seward Sunda y OPEN
Jeff Tinkham William Walsh, Jr., Curator y: . .
Aimee Rhodes Fletcher Bryant, President Emeritus Museum Grounds: Jacky & Tom Richards, Martha Davenport
MUSEUM STAFF
MuseuM CARVERS Lynn Hightower, Director Joe Leo, Operations Mgr.
Monday Elaine Polizos Dorian Stewart,
Tuesday: Open MUuSEUM CONTACT INFORMATION
%ejzgzgéy: Roy Carlson & Ed Morg;z?] ATLANTIC WILDFOWL HERITAGE MUSEUM
) . . 1113 Atlantic Avenue
Ffiléea}lfoathouse Boys” Carving Club: Jamlghiggnl\,/lzﬁfz Virginia Beach, VA 23451
gat“(;da}’: 8pe” Telephone: 757.437.8432
unday: pen Facsimile: 757.437.9055
Website: www.awhm.org
Email: director@atwildfowl.org

Please understand that we depend on every dollar to operate the museum. Beginning January 1, 2022,
Membership cards will have an expiration date. Each member will receive an invoice from the museum
director requesting payment of their annual dues after the expiration date. Memberships run for 12
consecutive months from the date annual dues are paid.

2022 DUES
$35/YR INDIVIDUAL $50/'YR FAMILY
$100/YR BRONZE $200/YR SILVER
$500/YR GOLD $1,000/YR PRESIDENTS CIRCLE

Q;»

BACK BAY WILDFOWL GUILD
2022 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM

NAME: AMOUNT PAID
ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE

EMAIL ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE NUMBER: [CELL]

January 1, 2022 kicked off our Annual Membership Campaign. Each member is encouraged to find one new
member to join the Back Bay Wildfowl Guild. Our very existence depends on growing the membership of the
Guild. Please encourage everyone you know to become a member!

Please pass this newsletter on to any potential new member!

l»
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http://www.awhm.org/

